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Duration
1 hour
Subject Focus
Literacy	
Age Group
Upper KS2
Resources
Reading booklet (included)
Student question and answer booklet (included)
Answer sheet for teachers (included)
Focus Vocabulary
Railways
Journeys
Synonym 
Prediction 
Impression 
Evidence 
SATs…But Make it Trains!
Learning Outcome: To have seen, understood, and practiced specific SATs-style guided reading questions.
Suggested Use: This could be used as a practice assessment; a piece of homework for independent learning; used in catch-up sessions for intervention; used to look at as a class to begin getting used to the question style. 



Ideas for future linked learning
Use ‘One Last Journey’ to explore the history of the railway in your local area. See our website for more information and linked resources. Consider as a group why newer, more modern trains are more sustainable. 

Explore one of our grammar-based primary resources. We have resources available on fronted adverbials and on imperative sentences. Use the imperative sentence resource to create a fact-file for your school, in the style of ‘On Track, On Board’.

In ‘Katie’s Journey’, she felt anxious and worried. Ask students to create a play-list for Katie, thinking about music that could have helped her through her journey (songs that make them feel more relaxed or happy). Consider using our ‘Sounds Good to Me’ lesson in order to do this. 

The train in ‘One Last Journey’ and Katie both felt a mixture of emotions, some of which can be confusing. Use our ‘Exploring our Emotions’ resource for a PSHE lesson centred around recognising feelings. 

Invite Platform in to run a free rail safety or rail familiarisation workshop; please see our website for more details.
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Opportunities for fieldwork / visits
If local, consider visiting Cheltenham, Stroud, Stonehouse or Gloucester stations, mentioned in ‘Katie’s Journey’, as an opportunity to empathise with Katie. We can support you if you would like to visit a train station; please see our website for more details.

Contact us to arrange a ‘Try a Train’ experience for your students; please see our website for more details.Sustainable Development Goals
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Curriculum Links
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Curriculum link: KS2 English 
Providing reasoned justification for views
Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.
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